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St.  Barnabas Church
69 Higher Drive, Purley, Surrey CR8 2HR

Office Tel: 020 8660 3251       Email: office@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk
www. stb a r n a b a sp u r le y . o r g . u k

Priest-in-Charge
Rev.  Roger Hagon

The Vicarage, 3 Valley Road, Kenley CR8 5DJ
Tel: 020 8660 3263         Email: roger@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk

Assistant Priest
Rev.  Yvonne Davis

1 Hurnford Close, Sanderstead CR2 0AN
Tel: 020 8657 2097

Email: yvonne@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk

Assistant Curate
Rev.  David Hadley

21 Park Road, Kenley, CR8 5AS
Tel: 020 8763 6206

Email: david@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk

SUNDAY SERVICES
8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion

10.00 a.m.  Parish Eucharist (with Cr�che & Sunday School)
WEEKDAY SERVICES

11.30 a.m.  Thursday: Holy Communion
For details of all services, please see the Diary in the centre of the magazine

Churchwardens
Tim Kidd

24 Dale Road
Purley CR8 2EB

Tel: 020 8668 2861
Email:tim.kidd@bluebowler.co.uk

Carol Walsh
44 Northwood Avenue

Purley CR8 2EP
Tel: 020 8660 9651

Email: carol.walsh2@blueyonder.co.uk

Other Contacts
PCC Secretary
Betty Jessop

Tel: 020 8660 3722

Hon.  Treasurer
David Hills

Tel: 020 8668 1534

Baptism Coordinator
Stephanie Dungate

Tel: 01883 347188
Email: sdungate@aol.com

For all other enquiries, please contact our Parish Administrator Carol Walsh
on 020 8660 3251 or email: office@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk

ICHTHUS: a fish � an early Christian symbol: its letters in turn stand for Jesus Christ, God�s Son, Saviour.
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Dear Friends
As most of you know I will be retiring as Assistant Priest at St. Barnabas from 
28th September. This will be the 12th Anniversary of my Ordination as 
Deacon and the 11th as Priest. However I will continue to worship at St. B. 
and have the Bishop�s Permission to Officiate when there is a shortage of staff.

Over the past 52 years whilst I have been at St. B. there have been many 
changes which I have done my best to embrace. We no longer have Matins, 
Evensong, Holy Communion on Major Saints Days, Psalm Singing, Old 
Testament Readings, all of which I loved, but fear change is inevitable with
each new generation. I still prefer the Book of Common Prayer Service which 
we have at 8.00 am Holy Communion on Sunday and at 11.30 am on 
Thursdays, so you will not be surprised when I go to 8 am Holy Communion 
and  10 am Parish Eucharist alternately. My work at Hill House has been built 
up over a number of years and Roger has kindly agreed that I can still 
minister to the residents and staff there. Unfortunately Higher Drive Nursing 
Home will be closing in early September. I also intend to assist at the Cancer 
Help Centre for their once a month Healing Services and at the United 
Reformed Church for their Thursday Ecumenical Service roughly once a 
month. Within the Purley & Kenley Churches Together I will remain a 
member of the Healing Group.

I feel now is the right time to retire though I know it will be hard, but Linda 
will be Ordained Priest to assist Roger at All Saints and David will assist him 
at St. Barnabas. We are fortunate to have so many staff when in other places 
they share one Stipendiary Minister between 3-8 churches

During my time at St Barnabas I have felt privileged to serve such a band of 
lovely people and have enjoyed much love and respect in return. I am grateful 
to all those who have helped me along the way, especially the clergy who saw
potential, encouraged and supported me.

When Linda is Ordained Priest on 5th October [congratulations to her] I will 
be presiding at St. B. whilst Roger and David are at the Cathedral so you have 
not seen the last of me yet.

With my love & prayers - God Bless You All.

Yvonne
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USEFUL CONTACTS

Hall Bookings
The halls can be hired for meetings, children�s parties, social and other events

CHURCH HALL
Jane Bishop

5 Hadley Wood Rise
Kenley CR8 5LY

Tel: 020 8763 2750
Email: jane.bishop@blueyonder.co.uk

BP HALL
Bill Tubb

26 Graham Road
Purley CR8 2EL

Tel: 020 8660 1485
Email: annetubb@btinternet.com

BP Organisations & Contacts

Beavers
Friday 4.45 p.m.

Sarah Sharp
Tel: 020 8660 7946

sarahjsharp@waitrose.com

Cubs
Tuesday 6.45 p.m.

Stella Davis
Tel: 020 8651 2999

davis_stella@hotmail.com

Scouts
Wednesday 7.15 p.m.

Richard Goad
Tel: 020 8660 7131

richard.goad@blueyonder.co.uk

Rainbows
Thursday 4.00 p.m.

Merrian Hicks
Tel: 020 8660 8960

Brownies
Thursday 6.00 p.m.

Sharon George
Tel: 020 8668 5351

sharon.george@hotmail.co.uk

Guides
Friday 7.00 p.m.

Kim Nicolls
Tel: 01883 347350

kim@thenicolls.co.uk

Kenley Explorers
Thursday 8.15 p.m.

Richard Goad
Tel: 020 8660 7131

richard.goad@blueyonder.co.uk

How to find us
St. Barnabas Church is located in Higher 

Drive, opposite Bencombe Road, about 15 
minutes walking distance from the A22 

Godstone Road.  At the Shell petrol 
station, travel up Foxley Hill Road to the 
mini roundabout.  Take the second exit, 

which is Higher Drive.  The church is 
situated half a mile on the left.

There are no public transport routes that 
pass the church, but the 434 bus stops in 
Northwood Avenue at the junction with 

Higher Drive.

Ichthus 5 September 2008



Ichthus 6 September 2008

Zimbabwe 2007 Diocesan Trip (Continued)
e awoke early next morning having had very little sleep.  Our 
hosts insisted that we had a tour of their homestead or 
smallholding as we would call it.  The land was around half an 

acre only and the couple managed to exist by growing a bit of cotton, some 
fruit and vegetables and they had a cow, some goats and a few dogs �.  I 
was quite surprised to see how small an area of land they farmed in view of 
the vastness of the open spaces within Zimbabwe.  

We had literally less than five 
minutes to view our surroundings 
when our mini-bus arrived.  We 
were relieved to see it after the 
events of the night before!  We 
said our goodbye, and, �see you in 
a few days, when we get back 
from Victoria Falls�.  Our hosts 
were anxious that we should 
return but we were not sure what 
would happen about this.

Our mini-bus picked up our 
colleagues and we gathered at 
Gweru Diocesan office and 
exchanged stories with our, by 
now, familiar friends.  We had 
only a few minutes before we were 
back in the mini-bus again and on 
our way to the Governor of the 
Central Province for tea.

We arrived to a very courteous 
welcome and very lavish morning 
tea/coffee.  No more the meagre 
rations we had experienced thus 
far, we were offered wonderful 

cream cakes and snacks which 
were plentiful.  

We sat down in rows facing a top 
table of Bishop Nick, Bishop 
Ishmael, the Governor, the Health 
Minister and another Minister 
whose post I cannot recall.  We 
were cordially formally welcomed 
and on the face of it this appeared 
to be genuine but the propaganda 
crept in.  We were requested to 
observe that we were safe in their 
country and it was hoped that this 
message would go back to the UK 
with us as what Zimbabwe needed 
was foreign currency and 
investment.  

The Governor indicated that 
Zimbabweans found themselves in 
their current situation because of 
British sanctions against them.  
The Governor went on to say that 
he, owing to his office, was barred 
from entering the U.K.  He said 
that he could, to an extent, 

W
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understand this, but, this had been 
extended to his wife and family 
and he found this unacceptable as 
they had done nothing!  His 
speech continued in this manner 
and it was then for Bishop Nick to 
respond.

The usual courtesy of thanks for 
hospitality were offered and 
especially for the cream cakes.    
Bishop Nick, in his usual 
charismatic way, managed to keep 
things light.  He did, however, 
state that there were no sanctions 
against Zimbabwe but visa 
difficulties.  He stated that, whilst 
we had been assured we were safe 
in Zimbabwe, we had encountered 
a few incidents, one only the night 
before (referring to the incident 
described to you last month) but 
we would rely on that assurance
as we continued out visit to 
Anglican Parishes in central 
Zimbabwe.  

We all thought that this speech 
had put things back on an even 
keel.  We were invited to ask 
questions of the panel.  We were 
informed by the Health Minister 
that AIDS was on the decrease and 
that their tests confirmed this.  I 
asked if they tested all women 

who were pregnant or of child 
bearing age, but the answer was 
�no�.  I added that in the UK it 
was automatic during pregnancy 
and that I was exceedingly 
surprised that in the circumstances 
it was not the case in Zimbabwe.  I 
had to leave it there as it was 
obviously a difficult and 
precarious debate.  

There appeared to still be 
congenial interaction but from the 
back of the room the Bishop was 
questioned by, as it turned out, a 
television reporter.  There were 
some uncomfortable moments; 
however, we left feeling that all 
was well. 

Next morning the papers 
misquoted our Bishop and there 
were e-mails back and forth to the 
UK before such misquotes hit the 
British press.  Bishop Ishmael 
managed to stop the television 
broadcast in Zimbabwe and a 
diplomatic incident was avoided.

We returned to Gweru for fuel and 
then set off for Victoria Falls.  We 
were all ready for the break from 
the intensity of our tour and we 
were all in high spirits.

Irene Hadley
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The sun shines on the BBQ and the Orphanage
hat a day we have just had at Steve and Jane Bishop�s home 
to raise funds for the orphanage in Chennai. The sun shone 
and the garden looked wonderful bedecked with gazeboes.  

Things got even better when 35 people arrived and thoroughly enjoyed the 
sumptuous BBQ and free flowing liquid refreshments. The total amount 
raised during the afternoon is now close to �900. A big thank you to 
everyone who attended the BBQ and those who could not attend who 
thoughtfully forwarded donations.  

Jane and Steve were great, as 
always, in arranging the BBQ and I 
would also like to thank Roy 
Stevenson for his duties as barman 
and treasurer! 

Thanks also to those involved in 
the fashion show (above): Liz 
Marsden in sari, Will Weston in 
sherwani, Harry Walsh in modern 
day clothes and Peter Saysell in his 
fisherman�s lungi. Their efforts 
raised an additional whip-round 
of �25! This meant that I had to 
keep my promise to actually show 
what is worn by the fishermen 

under their lungi and duly 
paraded in my loincloth (pictured 
below). 

Please accept my apologies for this 
unashamed exhibitionism, which I 
do not find at all embarrassing 
when you consider a fisherman in 
Chennai would need to fish for 
probably 80 hours to earn the 
same amount.

If you add in the astonishing 
amount raised by the 8th Purley 
Brownies of approximately �400 
then the grand total from St. 
Barnabas to the orphanage this 
time will be around �1,300. This 
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