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St.  Barnabas Church
69 Higher Drive, Purley, Surrey CR8 2HR

Office Tel: 020 8660 3251       Email: office@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk
www. stb a r n a b a sp u r le y . o r g . u k

Priest-in-Charge
Rev.  Roger Hagon

The Vicarage, 3 Valley Road, Kenley CR8 5DJ
Tel: 020 8660 3263         Email: roger@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk

Assistant Priest
Rev.  Yvonne Davis

1 Hurnford Close, Sanderstead CR2 0AN
Tel: 020 8657 2097

Email: yvonne@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk

Hon. Assistant Priest
Rev.  David Hadley

21 Park Road, Kenley, CR8 5AS
Tel: 020 8763 6206

Email: david@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk

SUNDAY SERVICES
8.00 a.m.  Holy Communion

10.00 a.m.  Parish Eucharist (with Cr�che & Sunday School)
WEEKDAY SERVICES

11.30 a.m.  Thursday: Holy Communion
For details of all services, please see the Diary in the centre of the magazine

Churchwardens
Tim Kidd

24 Dale Road
Purley CR8 2EB

Tel: 020 8668 2861
Email:tim.kidd@bluebowler.co.uk

Carol Walsh
44 Northwood Avenue

Purley CR8 2EP
Tel: 020 8660 9651

Email: carol.walsh2@blueyonder.co.uk

Other Contacts
PCC Secretary
Betty Jessop

Tel: 020 8660 3722

Hon.  Treasurer
David Hills

Tel: 020 8668 1534

Baptism Coordinator
Stephanie Dungate

Tel: 01883 347188
Email: sdungate@aol.com

For all other enquiries, please contact our Parish Administrators, Ann Jones or 
Carol Walsh, on 020 8660 3251 or email: office@stbarnabaspurley.org.uk

ICHTHUS: a fish � an early Christian symbol: its letters in turn stand for Jesus Christ, God�s Son, Saviour.
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What�s it like being 50?
I shall be 50 in July! Our church building is entering its 50th year! As we give 
thanks for personal and institutional milestones on our journey through life, we 
look back in gratitude, look around us in disbelief, and look ahead with a mixture 
of caution and trust.

Looking back in gratitude prompts me to suggest that we spend some time this 
year remembering where we�ve come from.  And 50 years ago St. Barnabas clearly 
came from its present day church hall.  The fact that we needed a new and bigger 
church must have been cause for great celebration; our Church community was 
growing and settling down after the turbulent war years and austere post-war 
years.  What a day it must have been when the foundation stone was laid � a true 
sign of a great future.

Looking around in disbelief we wonder just how quickly those years seem to have 
flown.  During this time our community has changed enormously; the flower-
power 60�s, technical revolution of the 80�s, and eco-aware 90�s were matched by 
the fears of nuclear annihilation, unemployment, and bureaucratic red tape.  
Within the Church we have seen the rise of the Parish Communion movement, 
and the steady decline of church membership throughout the country as a 
response to ignorance, Sunday shopping, secularism, and sheer disinterestedness.  
And yet, here we are still!

Now we are looking forward in caution and trust.  We certainly don�t want to lose 
the things that give quality to our worship and life together.  And yet we know 
that, if we do nothing different, our church family will gradually diminish to zero.  
As your leader, your Priest-in-Charge, I ask for your prayers, support, wisdom 
and guidance.  And I wonder what you would do if you were in my shoes? 
Answers, as they say, on a postcard please!

�Build my Church� is an attempt at growing our numbers.  It begins with having 
something worthwhile to offer; inspiring services, good pastoral care one for 
another; a concern for the world; and a warm friendly atmosphere.  It goes on to 
say that we lose nothing in trying our best to draw people into our fellowship.  
God builds his Church out of people, set spiritually against and alongside Christ 
the Cornerstone.  Pray that we may effectively build our Church once more in 
response to the needs of this generation.  And, when you see anything different 
going on, know that this is the reason � and support it!

Roger  
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USEFUL CONTACTS

Hall Bookings
The halls can be hired for meetings, children�s parties, social and other events

CHURCH HALL
Jane Bishop

5 Hadley Wood Rise
Kenley CR8 5LY

Tel: 020 8763 2750
Email: jane.bishop@blueyonder.co.uk

BP HALL
Bill Tubb

26 Graham Road
Purley CR8 2EL

Tel: 020 8660 1485
Email: annetubb@btinternet.com

BP Organisations & Contacts

Beavers
Friday 4.45 p.m.

Sarah Sharp
Tel: 020 8660 7946

sarahjsharp@waitrose.com

Cubs
Tuesday 6.45 p.m.

Stella Davis
Tel: 020 8651 2999

Scouts
Wednesday 7.15 p.m.

Stuart Cheesman
Tel: 020 8660 1808

stuart.cheesman@btinternet.com

Rainbows
Thursday 4.00 p.m.

Merrian Hicks
Tel: 020 8660 8960

Brownies
Thursday 6.00 p.m.

Sharon George
Tel: 020 8668 5351

sharon.george@hotmail.co.uk

Guides
Friday 7.00 p.m.

Kim Nicolls
Tel: 01883 347350

kim@thenicolls.co.uk

Kenley Explorers
Thursday 8.15 p.m.

Richard Goad
Tel: 020 8660 7131

richard.goad@blueyonder.co.uk

How to find us
St. Barnabas Church is located in Higher 

Drive, opposite Bencombe Road, about 15 
minutes walking distance from the A22 

Godstone Road.  At the Shell petrol 
station, travel up Foxley Hill Road to the 
mini roundabout.  Take the second exit, 

which is Higher Drive.  The church is 
situated half a mile on the left.

There are no public transport routes that 
pass the church, but the 434 bus stops in 
Northwood Avenue at the junction with 

Higher Drive.
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Zimbabwe � 2007 Diocesan Trip (Continued)

ere we are again, back in Redcliff and ready to start a walk around 
the town.  Sheila had been unsuccessful in persuading other ladies 
to walk with us on this hot Sunday afternoon but as all good hosts 

she accommodated this crazy English lady who was willing to walk.  As we 
left the bungalow through the orchard and out of the gate Norman followed 
behind us.  Sheila with absolute amazement said to her husband �are you 
walking with us� � �yes� he replied.  I was considered very honoured being 
as this was a traditional African household.

We strolled down the lane to the 
crossroads with St. George�s on the 
right and open common land on 
the left.  The tall grass was green in 
spite of the drought.  The church 
yard looked deserted apart from 
Suki, Reverend Caleb�s 2 year old 
granddaughter was playing with 
the puppy.

We came to a parade of about 4 
shops.  This was the town.  There 
was an hotel at the rear of the 
shops but this had seen better 
days.  Norman chatted as we 
walked, asking my opinion on all 
sorts of things from homosexual  
and women priests to shopping at 
Tesco in the UK.  Zimbabwe has 
not yet ordained a woman but they 
are obviously pondering the 
subject.  I was shown the doctor�s 
house and told that he had served 
the community for many years but 
medicine was scarce and people 
could not afford it any more.  As 

we walked the baboons swung 
around in the trees in the gardens.  
It certainly beat pigeons!

We walked up the hill and 
discovered some very grand 
houses formerly belonging to the 
English but now for the most part 
occupied by African families.  I 
noticed one English lady putting 
out her rubbish and Norman 
commented that there were very 
few left in Redcliff, only those who 
could not afford to return to the 
UK.  It is a sad time for us all, he 
said.  When we reached the top of 
the hill we turned and admired the 
view down the hill and over the 
town where we could see in the 
distance another town (Kwe Kwe) 
where I was told the high density 
houses were located. 

As we walked down the hill we 
came upon less affluent homes 
where families walked with their 
friends and greeted us as we 

H
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walked towards them.  Norman 
and Sheila introduced me to so 
many people I had absolutely no 
chance of recalling them all.  I saw 
a man carrying a wrought iron 
gate and Sheila whispered to me 
�he will be trying to sell it to get 
money for food�.  Norman added, 
�This is how desperate it has 
become�.  After 4 hours of meeting 
and greeting we eventually arrived 
at Norman�s brother�s house but 
he was not at home.  

We went to his allotment and he 
showed me what he was growing.  
He worked for the Government 
and therefore was able to obtain 
land.  He told me he had taken a 
large plot on which he and some 
friends were growing crops for the 
community.  This was refreshing 
to hear and see as their appeared 
to be an acceptance of the status 
quo of impending starvation with 
an underlying despair.  Norman�s 
brother said he sold the vegetables 
to the local people which then 
allowed him to buy more seeds to 
grow more.  I left the allotment 
with a spring in my step even 
though we had been walking for 
over 5 hours.  It was good to get 
back and to have supper and the 
jewel in the crown was Norman 
saying to me �thank you, Irene, I 
have lived here for 17 years and 
that is only the second time I have 

walked around my town and I so 
enjoyed it and met so many people 
I have not seen for ages, it has 
really cheered me up�.  I slept well 
that night.

Next morning I was collected by 
car and taken to my second hosts� 
home.     Gertrude is a lovely lady 
who is a math teacher and her 
husband a mining engineer.  They 
have two sons, one at university in 
South Africa and the other about to 
embark on same.  Gertrude was a 
very enterprising lady who as well 
as teaching, bred chickens and 
made soft furnishings for sale.  Her 
home was very much like any of 
ours.  I had a wonderful couple of 
days with her and she took me by 
car to see the location of the steel 
works and we fitted in a visit to 
her school.  Unfortunately there 
were no pupils around as it was 
Easter break.  She showed me her 
classroom and how she taught 
classes of over 40 children with 
only one text book to use.  She 
wrote everything out on the 
blackboard for the pupils.  Text 
books are like gold � if you have 
any she would love to receive 
them!

Gertrude also informed me that at 
an unofficial survey within the 
school it was discovered that 80% 
of the children came to school with 
nothing to eat and were child 
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headed families.  I found this quite 
devastating and was full of 
admiration for the staff that 
continued to strive to assist both 
educationally and socially.  
Perhaps there is something we 
could do here?

I left Gertrude next morning to 
visit Zimbabwe�s steelworks, 

goldmine and fertilizer plant with 
Reverend Caleb and a few of my 
English colleagues with whom we 
were to meet up that day.

I will let you know about this in 
next month�s instalment.  

Irene Hadley

CORRECTION: In last months issue the list of PCC members was incorrect � this 
is the list that should have been printed

Parochial Church Council 2008
Rev. Roger Hagon (Chairman) Mr. David Hills (Treasurer) Mrs. Betty Jessop (Secretary)

Mrs. Carol Walsh
(Churchwarden)

Mr. Tim Kidd (Churchwarden 
& Vice Chairman)

Rev. Yvonne Davis (Co-opted)

Miss Daphne Palmer (Deanery 
Synod & Chairman Social 

Committee)

Mr. Stephen Bishop
(Chairman, Fabric Committee)

Mr. Roy Stevenson (Chairman, 
Fundraising Committee)

Mr. Bill Tubb (Deanery Synod) Mr. Stuart England Mrs. Maureen Graham
Mrs. Susan Myers Mrs. Pam Pope Mrs. Kate Reeves

On Sunday 11th May, Kriemhild Monnery 
hung up her apron after more than 30 
years dedicated service in charge of St. 
Barnabas�s �Parish Breakfast�.  

During this time it is estimated that her 
team served over 100,000 cups of tea, 
coffee and squash and dished out half a 
ton of biscuits, raising thousands of 
pounds for church funds in the process.

The picture shows Kriemhild with 
husband John after receiving a Thank 
You card and presents from all of her 
friends at St B.  She�ll be a hard act to 
follow, but good luck to her successors 
Jane & Jan!
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