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Regular Activities in the Halls 

Day/Time What’s On Contact 

Monday & Tuesday 
From 7pm 

Dog Obedience Classes Mrs Vanda Fitter 
 

Tuesday 
3.45pm (Age 5-8) 
4.45pm (age 8-11) 
5.45pm (Age 12-17) 

Helen O’Grady Drama 
Academy 
Children’s development 
through Drama 

Mr Ian Brown 
020 8662 0962 
croydon@helenogrady.co.uk 
www.helenogrady.co.uk 

Monday 7pm 
Saturday 9am 

Bounce Aerobics 
Exercise class with trampo-
lines 

Ms Kath Pritchard 
07534 409400 
katandteddy@hotmail.com 

Tuesday 2pm BBarnabubs 
Baby & Toddler Group 

Mrs Merrian Hicks 
020 8660 8960 
merrie.hicks@googlemail.com 

Monday 10am, 1.30pm 
Friday 10am, 11am 

Diddi Dance 
Action packed, full of fun 
45 minute dance class for 
pre-school kids. 

Ms Melissa-Jane Lodge   
07939 520638 
blondenblue84@aol.com 
www.diddidance.com 

Saturday 9.30am SShiv's Bollywood Dance 
School 

Ms Sneha Prashad 
07989 966073 
sneha.prashad@hotmail.co.uk 

Tuesday 9am  BBaby Sensory 
Development activities that 
are great fun for parents 
and babies 

Ms Gerrie Chadwick 
07882 105 298  
croydonsouth@babysensory.co.uk 
www.babysensory.com 

Wednesday 8.30pm IIrish Dancing Ms Carly Brooker 
07985 194839 
carly.brooker@live.com 

Monday 4pm, 5pm PPerform 
A mix of drama, dance and 
singing formulated to bring 
out every child's potential. 

0845 400 4000 
enquiries@perform.org.uk 
www.perform.org.uk 

Wednesday 9.30am 
Thursday 10am 

Tots Tennis 
Tennis lessons for pre-
school age children 

Peter Cooper 
07903 970476 
pcoopertennis@hotmail.co.uk 
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PARISH�LETTER�FROM�REVD.�YVONNE�DAVIS�
Dear�Friends,���

Despite� the�snow,�the�difficulties�of� travel,� the�cancelled�Christmas�events,�all�
seems�to�have�survived�at�St.�Barnabas,�catching�up�on�things�once�the�weather�
was�better.�Today,�as�I�write�this�the�sun�is�shining�after�days�of�rain�and�I�can�
see�the�first�snowdrops�in�my�garden—the�first�signs�of�Spring.��

January�is�supposed�to�be�the�most�depressing�month�of�the�year,�but�it�is�hard�
to� feel� depressed� with� the� sun� shining� and� those� pure� white� snowdrops�
bursting�forth.�Our�spirits�are�lifted�and�we�look�forward�to�the�coming�month.�
Every�month�has�its�joys�and�sorrows.�On�the�2nd�of�February�we�celebrate�the�
Presentation�of�Christ�in�the�Temple�(Candlemas).�You�can�find�the�account�in�
Luke�2�v�22�40,�it�is�a�good�read�recounting�Simeon�and�Annas�response�to�the�
baby�Jesus.�They�were�devout�,�they�loved�God,�listened�to�him,�and�acted�on�
His�word.�What�an�example.��

The� sadness� for� us� all� will� be� the� funeral� of� Kriemhild�Monnery*� who� died�
recently.�She� too�was�a�good�and� faithful� servant,�one�who�gave�up�so�much�
time� and� energy� in� the� service� of� St.� Barnabas� and� also� in� the� wider�
community.�She�will�be�much�missed.�We�will�all�I�am�sure�do�what�we�can�to�
support�John�during�this�sad�time�for�him.��

Lent� is� late� this� year,� not� until� March,� but� it� will� be� a� good� time� during�
February� to� think� about� how� we� will� spend� Lent.� Will� it� be� with� our� own�
studies� (books�will� be� available� in� the� bookshops)� or�will�we� join� one� of� the�
Lent�groups?�It�is�good�to�sort�this�out�in�our�own�minds�ahead�of�time�and�it�
makes�it�easier�for�the�organisers.��

Of� course� one� of� the� happy� things� is� that� it� is� ever� nearer� to� our� new�
Incumbent,�Revd.�Chris�Thomson,� joining�us.�Interregnums�are�hard�work�for�
so�many,�especially�our�churchwardens�Tim�and�Carol.�They�have�worked�so�
well�to�keep�things�going�and�to�encourage�others—we�are�indebted�to�them.��

With�my�love�and�prayers,��

Yvonne 
Kriemhild’s funeral service will be held in the church on Thursday 17th 
February at midday, followed by a buffet lunch in the hall—everyone 
welcome!  To help planning, please let Jane know if you will stay for lunch: 
Tel. 020 8763 2750 or email jane.bishop@blueyonder.co.uk. 
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NEWS�FROM�OUR�CHURCHWARDENS�

A �year� ago,� I� wrote� the� first� of� these� articles� for� Ichthus,� and� it� was�preoccupied�with�preparations�for�the�Interregnum.��Today,�I�have�the�glad�
tidings� that�our� Interregnum�will� end�on�Wednesday�6th�April.� �At�7pm,�

we�will�all�gather�at�St�Barnabas�to�witness�the�Bishop�of�Southwark,�the�Rt�Revd�
Christopher�Chessun,�administer�the�oaths�for�both�our�parishes;�and�at�8pm,�at�All�
Saints,�Kenley,�we�will�reassemble�for�the�Bishop�to�license�Rev.�Chris�Thomson�as�
Priest�in�Charge�of�both�churches.��Let�us�fill�both�buildings�with�a�supportive�and�
loving�congregation�to�show�how�warmly�we�welcome�Chris�and�Donna.��(If�all�goes�
as�they�plan,�Chris�and�his�fiancée,�Donna,�will�have�married�during�February.)�
As�I�look�forward�with�excitement�to�April,�I�must�dwell,�with�equal�excitement,�on�
the�immediate�past,�when�the�snow�threatened�to�disrupt�our�ambitious�programme�
of�joyful�celebrations�of�Christ’s�birth.��I�am�proud�to�report�that�almost�everything�
went�ahead�as�planned�and�even�the�Service�of�Nine�Lessons�and�Carols,�which�was�
postponed�until�after�Christmas,�turned�out�to�be�one�of�the�most�spiritually�moving�
of�all�our�Christmas�services.� �So�many�people�were�determined�not� to� let�a�major�
snowfall,� by�Purley� standards,� stop�us� that� I� cannot� list� them.� � Indeed,�many� saw�
something�that�needed�fixing�and�simply�and�silently�fixed�it.��Carol�and�I�have�said�
“thank�you”�to�so�many�people�but�must�inevitably�have�missed�someone.�

As�we� resume� normal� life� after� the� uplifting� events� of� Christmas,� I’m� aware� that�
there�are�a�few�gaps�in�our�rotas�for�keeping�the�church�functioning.��Many�find�that�
volunteering� to� be� a� sidesman� or� sideswoman;� or� to� join� our� church’s� ‘board� of�
directors’,� the� Parochial� Church� Council,� is� a� good� way� to� start� getting� more�
involved.��Others�may�prefer�to�join�the�choir,�church�cleaners�or�the�coffee�makers.��
Whatever� appeals� to�you,�please�discuss�with�Carol�or�me�how�you� can�best�help�
and�we�will� add�you� to�one,� or�more,� of� our� rotas.� �The� courageous�vision�of�our�
predecessors,�which�we� commemorated� in� a�very�moving� centenary� service�on�9th�
January,� led� to� the� building� of� our� present� church� fifty� years� later.� � It� is� not�
inconceivable� that�some�of� the�youngest�children�at�our�centenary�service�will� still�
be�alive�when�St�Barnabas,�Purley,�celebrates�its�bicentenary.��Let�us�pass�on�to�them�
a�flourishing,�vibrant�and�growing�church!�

A�year�ago,�I�said�how�lucky�we�were�to�have�David�and�Yvonne�to�lead�us�into�all�
the�preparations�for,�and�celebrations�of,�Easter.��As�we�look�ahead�to�Easter�2011,�let�
us�give�thanks�to�God�that�we�will�have�the�inspiring�leadership�of�Chris,�David�and�
Yvonne.��What�can�we�do�to�help�them?�

Tim�and�Carol�
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Simple 

 

Intermediate 

In these logic 
puzzles, each 
3x3 box, each 

column and each 
row must contain 
all the numbers 

1 to 9. 
 

The solutions are 
on page 32 
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ONE�HUNDRED�YEARS�AGO�

C ontinuing� her� excellent� article� in� the� last� issue,�Daphne�Palmer�now�turns� her� attention� to� the� clergy� and� some� of� the� families� who� were�
active�members�our�church�in�the�early�20th�century.�

�

CLERGY�

Once�the�church�in�Old�Lodge�Lane�had�been�dedicated,�services�were�taken�by�
clergy�and�lay�readers,�including�the�following:�

The� Reverend� (later� Canon)� Henry� Granville� Dickson,� Rector� of� Coulsdon�
1896�1929�
Henry�Dickson�was�in�his�50s�when�he�came�to�Coulsdon�as�rector.��By�the�time�
a�church�for�the�Reedham�Park�area�was�proposed,�he�was�already�coping�with�
the�rising�population�in�the�Coulsdon�valley�and�along�the�Godstone�Road.��He�
lived�at�a�house�called�‘St�Ruan’�(after�his�wife’s�home�village�in�Cornwall),�at�
the� junction� of� Hayes� Lane� and� Abbots� Lane,� before� moving� into� the� new�
rectory�on�Bradmore�Green�in�Old�Coulsdon.��He�used�to�walk�everywhere�and�
Canon’s�Hill�is�named�after�him.��He�never�retired�but�died�in�service�in�March�
1929,�aged�84.�

The�Reverend�James�Masters�Carrack�
James�Carrack�was�curate�at�Coulsdon�from�1908�to�1912.��He�later�became�vicar�
of�Southminster�in�Essex.�

William�Arthur�Kelk�(later�the�Revd�W�A�Kelk)�
William�Kelk�was�a�lay�reader,�in�his�40s�in�1911.��He�worked�in�publishing�and�
lived�in�Coulsdon�with�his�wife�Susy.��He�preached�and�assisted�with�services�in�
various�parts�of�the�parish.��In�1940,�at�the�age�of�73,�he�was�ordained,�maybe�to�
help� when� many� clergy� were� away� on� war� service,� and� had� a� ‘permanent�
licence’�to�officiate�in�Southwark�diocese.�

The�Reverend�John�Charles�Walter�L’Estrange�Burges�
He� was� curate� of� Coulsdon� but� was� assigned� to� be� curate�in�charge� of� St�
Barnabas�early� in�1912�and�remained�until�1915.� �He�was�a�bachelor� in�his�40s�
and�saw�the�new�church�through�to�the�time�when�it�was�established�in�its�new�
building�in�Higher�Drive.��Earlier�in�his�career,�from�1899�1902�he�had�taught�in�
Srinagar,�in�Kashmir.�
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SOME�OF�THE�PEOPLE�IN�THE�CONGREGATION�IN�THE�EARLY�YEARS�

This�is� just�a�very�small�selection�of�the�people�who�formed�the�nucleus�of�the�
congregation�of�St�Barnabas..�

George�&�Bessie�Meller�
Mr�&�Mrs�Meller� lived� in�Old� Lodge� Lane.� � They� originally� lived� in� a� house�
called� ‘Somerton’� very� near� the� new� church.� � Later� they� had� a� house� built�
beyond�Lodge�Hill,�next�to�the�tennis�courts,�which�they�also�called�‘Somerton’.���
George� Meller� was� a� Yorkshireman,� born� in� Barnsley.� � He� had� been� a� shirt�
manufacturer,�but�later�worked�for�the�Warehousemen,�Clerks�&�Drapers�Co.�

Bessie� Meller� was� the� organist� at� the� new� church� and� at� Christmas� 1912� a�
presentation�was�made�to�her�in�appreciation�of�her�work.���This�was�recorded�
on�a�beautifully�illuminated�sheet�that�bears�nearly�50�names�of�members�of�the�
church�(nearly�all�female!)�together�with�the�Rector�and�the�Revd�Burges.�

Another picture kindly provided by the Roger Packam collection, showing 
the first St Barnabas church built in Higher Drive, circa 1914 
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Frederick�&�Gertrude�Blackall�
They� lived� at� ‘Woodcote’� in� Foxley� Road,� Kenley,� having� moved� with� their�
children� from� Wanstead� in� Essex.� � Frederick� Blackall� worked� in� stocks� and�
shares,�and�when�the�church�in�Old�Lodge�Lane�was�established�he�became�the�
first�Treasurer.�

Charles�&�Ethel�Bridson�
Charles� Bridson� is� remembered� for� his� artistic� work� in� the� churches� in� Old�
Lodge�Lane�and�in�Higher�Drive.� �At�71A�he�is�recorded�as�having�‘stencilled’�
the�wall�behind� the�altar�and�when� the�Higher�Drive� church�was�built�he�did�
paintings� on� hessian� ‘in� the� style� of� Burne�Jones’� to� hang� at� the� east� end.��
However,�he�was�not�an�artist�by�profession�but�a�Member�of�the��London�Stock�
Exchange.��He�and�his�wife�lived�in�‘Upmeads’�in�Burcott�Road�and�had�teenage�
children.�

Seymour�&�Lilian�Esdaile�
This� couple� lived� at� No.1� Haydn� Avenue� and� Seymour� was� an� insurance�
official.��His�wife�was�remembered�as�one�of�the�ladies�who�visited�neighbours�
to�enquire�about�support�for�the�new�church.��They�were�a�young�couple�in�their�
30s�who�had�married�in�1904�and�probably�moved�to�Purley�after�the�wedding.��
They�had�several�daughters,�one�of�whom�was�among�the�first�to�be�baptised�in�
the�new�church.�

Allan�&�Amy�Cliffe�
Allan�Cliffe�and�his�wife�Amy�lived�in�‘Glenora’,�one�of�the�first�houses�built�in�
Bencombe�Road.��Allan�was�a�commercial�traveller.��One�of�the�longest�replies�to�
Mr�Gaywood’s� enquiries�when� he�was� researching� his� history� of� St� Barnabas�
was� anonymous,� but� the� writer� lived� at� ‘Glenora’� and� was� almost� certainly�
Allan�and�Amy’s�daughter�Doris�Mary,�born�in�1904.� �She�says�that�the�family�
moved�to�the�house�in�1905�and�speaks�about�walking�up�to�St�John’s�through�
the�woods.�

The�Ridleys�
In�1911,�the�Ridleys�lived�in�the�two�houses�at�the�top�of�Burcott�Road�on�the�left�
hand� side,� ‘Abinger’� and� ‘Morden’.� Percy,� who� lived� at� ‘Abinger’� was� a�
surveyor,� while� his� brother� Eustace� who� lived� next� door� was� an� electrical�
engineer.� � � Some� older� members� of� the� congregation� will� remember� Ridleys�
living�at�the�top�house.�

Dee�Palmer�
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Tickets from Jane & Steve Bishop 
Tel: 020 8763 2750      Email: events@saintb.org.uk 

St Barnabas Church 
69 Higher Drive, Purley CR8 2HR 
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ST�BARNABAS�GOES�GREEN�

R ather� than� an� energy� saving� tip� this�month,� the� Environment�committee� (Liz,�Steve,�Wendy�and�Robin)� thought� it�would�be�
good� to� let� everyone� know� what� we’ve� been� up� to!� At� the�

November�PCC�meeting�we�asked�the�PCC�if�they�would�be�happy�for�St�
Barnabas�to�work�towards�an�‘Eco�congregation’�award.��

‘Eco�congregation’�is�a�project�to�‘help�churches�
consider� environmental� issues� in� the� context�
of�their�Christian�life�and�mission�and�to�take�
positive�action’.�It�is�free�to�join�and�provides�
a� series� of�modules� to�work� through,�which�
look�at�how�action�can�be� taken� in�areas� like�
the� church’s� worship,� buildings� and� land�
management,�to�more�global�action�and�green�
living.��

The� scheme� is� not� necessarily� about� big�
installations� like� solar� panels� or� biomass�
boilers,�although�that�could�perhaps�be�a�long

�term�goal.�Many�parts�of�the�scheme�would�really�be�about�recognising�
all�the�great�work�that�is�already�going�on�in�the�church�and�celebrating�
it�with�an�award!�The�intercessions�last�week�were�a�brilliant�example,�as�
we�prayed�to�remember�to�use�our�fossil�fuels�carefully.��

We�were�delighted�that�the�PCC�thought�it�was�a�very�good�idea,�and�so�
at� the�next�meeting�of� the�Environment� committee,�we�will� choose� the�
most�suitable�modules�to�start�with�and�get�stuck�in.�Watch�this�space!�

For�more�information�on�Eco�congregation�see:�

�www.ecocongregation.org��

…�and�for�more�information�on�the�Church�of�England’s�commitment�to�
reducing�its�impact�on�the�environment,�see:�

�www.shrinkingthefootprint.cofe.anglican.org�

Liz�Marsden�
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Sunday� Monday� Tuesday�

Jan�30� 31� Feb�1�

6� 7� 8�

13� 14� 15�

20� 21� 22�

27� 28� Mar�1�

S t . � � B a r n a b a s � C h u r c h , � P u r l e y � � • �

� � �
�

8.00am�HOLY�COMMUNION�

10.00am�PARISH�EUCHARIST��

� 2pm�“Barnabubs”�meet�
in�BPHQ.���For�details�
phone�Merrian�Hicks�

8660�8960�

�

8.00am�HOLY�COMMUNION�

10.00am�PARISH�EUCHARIST�

8pm�Men’s�Group�meet�
at�the�Wattenden�

2pm�“Barnabubs”�meet�
in�BPHQ.����

�

8.00am�HOLY�COMMUNION�

10.00am�PARISH�EUCHARIST�

� �

�

8.00am�HOLY�COMMUNION�

10.00am�PARISH�EUCHARIST�

8pm�PCC�Meeting�in�the�
Parish�Room�

�

�

8.00am�HOLY�COMMUNION�

10.00am�PARISH�EUCHARIST�with�Baptism�of�
Jessica�Shepherd�

8pm�Men’s�Group�meet�
at�The�Wattenden�

�
2pm�“Barnabubs”�meet�

in�BPHQ.���

5th�Sunday�before�Lent�

4th�Sunday�before�Lent�

3rd�Sunday�before�Lent�

2nd�Sunday�before�Lent�

Presentation�of�Christ�in�the�Temple�

St�David�
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C A L E N DA R � � • � � F e b r u a r y � 2 0 1 1 � �

Wednesday� Friday� Saturday�

2� 4� 5�

9� 11� 12�

16� 18� 19�

23� 25� 26�

2� 4� 5�

Thursday�

3�

10�

17�

24�

3�

� � �

7.30pm�Standing�
Committee�Meeting�in�

Parish�Room�

11am�Holy�Communion,�
Hill�House�NH�(Yvonne)�

7pm�Rotary�Swimathon�
at�Purley�Pool.��For�
details�see�Ichthus�

1.30pm�House�Group�at�
Zell�am�See.��Contact�
Sue�Myers�for�details�

8660�4270�

11am�Holy�Communion,�
Hill�House�NH�(Yvonne)�

�

� 11am�Holy�Communion,�
Hill�House�NH�(Yvonne)�

�

1.30pm�House�Group�at�
Zell�am�See.���

11am�Holy�Communion,�
Hill�House�NH�(Yvonne)�

�

7.30pm�“All�Saints�
Dinner�&�Dance”�in�All�
Saints�Church�Hall.��

Tickets�£20�each—ask�
Carol�for�contact�details.�

�

� �
�

10.30am�WWDP�Service�at�
St�Barnabas.�All�welcome�

11am�Holy�Communion,�
Hill�House�NH�(Yvonne)�

7pm�“Magic�Night”�in�
the�Church�Hall.��Dinner�
and�entertainment.��

Details�in�Ichthus�p.�14�

�

11.30am�Holy�
Communion�

8pm�Choir�Practice�

11.30am�Holy�
Communion�

8pm�Choir�Practice�

Midday:�Funeral�Service�
for�Kriemhild�Monnery,�
followed�by�lunch�in�the�
Church�Hall�(see�p.�8)�
8pm�Choir�Practice�

11.30am�Holy�
Communion�

8pm�Choir�Practice�

11.30am�Holy�
Communion�

8pm�Choir�Practice�

Women’s�World�Day�of�
Prayer�
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HOLY�LAND�PILGRIMAGE—PART�TWO�

I n� the� last� issues,� Sue�&�Chris� introduced� the� Pilgrimage� led� by�Canon�Alan�Wait� to� the� Holy� Land,� introduced� David� their� Coptic� Christian�
guide�and�gave�an�account�of� three�days� spent� in� Jerusalem.� �They� then�

cooled�off�in�the�Dead�Sea,�before�continuing�their�journey�…..�
Next� day,� Saturday,� we� took� the� coach� to� Mount� Sion� and� called� at� the�
Dormition�Abbey.��But�we�were�unable�to�visit�the�‘Upper�Room;’�supposed�site�
of�the�Last�Supper.�

We�lunched�at�the�Bethlehem�Arab�Rehabilitation�Centre�in�nearby�Beit�Jala�–�in�
Palestinian�territory�and�heard�from�the�‘Human�Resources�Director’�about�their�
work� to�provide�health� care.� It�was� fascinating� to� learn� that� the� centre� started�
life�as�one�of�the�UK’s�Leonard�Cheshire�homes�

McCabe’s�had�arranged� for�us� to� lunch�many� in�holy�and� important� sites� �� so�
much�more�rewarding�than�fighting�the�tourists�elsewhere.��

In�the�afternoon�we�visited�Manger�Square�to�see�the�Basilica�and�‘Grotto�of�the�
Nativity�–�supposedly�Christ’s�birth�place.��Here�Pam�led�us�in�impromptu�carol�
singing�and�almost� immediately�we�were� joined�by�other�pilgrims�…� it�was�a�
rewarding�moment.�

On�Sunday,�some�of�us�visited�the�Holocaust�memorial�of�Yad�Vashem.� � It�re�
tells�the�story�that�is�familiar�to�us�all,�but�the�piles�of�victims’�shoes�on�a�small�
section�of�railway�track�helped�make�the�suffering�more�real.��Unfortunately�we�
didn’t�have�time�to�experience�survivors’�testimonies�…�

On� Monday� we� crossed� the� hideous� new� concrete� barrier� that� divides�
Jerusalem’s�Palestinian�and�Jewish�sectors�to�visit�the�Jeel�Al�Amal�Orphanage.�

St� Barnabas�has� been� supporting� this� orphanage� –� a�multi�faith�place� of� hope�
and�happiness� �� for� some�years.� � Founded�by�a�Christian� family,� it� is�doing�a�
terrific�job�and�‘House�Father’�Jbara,�who�showed�us�round,�was�clearly�proud�
of�his�children�and�the�good�start�in�life�he�was�determined�to�give�every�child.��
Somehow� our� gift� bags� of� toiletries� and� toys� seemed� so� inadequate� for� an�
institution�that�is�utterly�dependent�on�outside�aid.�

Listening�to�the�children’s�shouts�and�laughter,�I�suddenly�realised�that�what�we�
were� hearing� sounded� exactly� the� same� as� in� any� English� primary� school�
playground.��Yet�the�children�spoke�in�Palestinian�Arabic�–�an�entirely�foreign,�
guttural�language�that�none�of�understood.��The�over�riding�feeling�we�were�left�
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with,� was� that� we� are� all� of� us� the� same,� despite� the� walls,� the� wars,� the�
prejudice�and�politics.�

Earlier�in�the�day�we�had�visited�Bethany,�on�the�slopes�of�the�Mount�of�Olives,�
to�see�the�place�where�Lazarus�was�raised�from�the�dead.��Bethany�was�Lazarus’�
home�and�home�to�Mary�(Magdalene)�and�her�sister�Martha.�

The� Church� of� Lazarus� is� built� over� a� grotto� where� we� saw� the� ‘Tomb� of�
Lazarus’�–�actually�a�1950s�depiction�of�what�as�1st� century� tomb�would� look�
like.� The� church� is� built� on� the� site� once� occupied� by� the� ancient� religious�
buildings�which�rose�and�fell�there�over�the�centuries.��

Later� in� the�day�we�drove�north�towards�Jericho�and�watched�the�countryside�
change�gradually�from�barren�desert�to�lush�plantations.��This�quite�literally�the�
promised�land�–�the�‘Land�of�Milk�and�Honey’.� � It�was�in�stark�contrast�to�the�
uniform�‘magnolia’�of�Jerusalem’s�limestone�buildings�and�rocky�hillsides.��But�
the�starkest�contrast�was�between�the�deprivation�of�the�West�Bank,�behind�the�
wall,�and�the�plenty�we�would�enjoy�during�our�stay�at�the�‘Ron�Beach’�Hotel,�
overlooking�Lake�Galilee,�also�known�as�Lake�Tiberius.�

Our�guide,�David,� told�us� that� Jericho,� founded� in�9,000�BC,�was�not�only� the�
oldest�continuously�inhabited�city�on�earth;�it�was�also�the�lowest�permanently�
inhabited�site�in�the�world.��

As�we�saw,�it�is�an�oasis�and�the�place�the�Israelites�returned�to�from�bondage�in�
Egypt,�led�by�Joshua.�

Jericho�was�also�known�as�City�of� the�Moon,�probably�because� its�residents�of�
antiquity�were�Moon�worshippers.�

The�bible� tells�us� that�Jesus�passed�through�Jericho�where�he�healed�one�blind�
beggar� and� inspired� a� local� chief� tax� collector,�Zacchaeus,� to� repent.� �We� saw�
what�was� claimed� to�be� the�very� same� sycamore� fig� tree*�he� climbed� to�get� a�
better�view�of�Jesus�passing�by�(*yes,�I�checked�–�it’s�‘Ficus�Sycomorus’).���

We�took�the�modern�cable�car�up�the�Mount�of�Temptation,�350�feet�above�sea�
level,� commanding� a� magnificent� and� panoramic� view� of� the� Jordan� Valley�
where� Jesus� spent� forty� days� and� forty� nights� fasting� and� meditating� while�
being�tempted�and�challenged�by�Satan.�

A�Greek�Orthodox�monastery�was�built�near�the�summit�in�the�6th�century,�over�
the�cave�where�Christ� is�said� to�have�stayed.�This�spot� is�one�of� the�holy�sites�
said�to�have�been�identified�by�Queen�Helena�in�her�pilgrimage�of�326�AD.�
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Queen�Helena�(later�Saint�Helena)�cropped�up�frequently�in�David’s�discourses.��
She�was�the�consort�of�Emperor�Constantius,�and�mother�of�Constantine�I�–�the�
first�Christian�Roman�Emperor.��Catholics�and�Greek�Orthodox�churches�credit�
Helena�with�finding�pieces�of�the�‘True�Cross’.�

We�didn’t�manage�to�visit�the�Monastery�–�the�monks�were�not�having�visitors�
that�day.��David�told�us�that�a�decision�that�apparently�changed�according�to�the�
monks’�whim!��

Jericho�has�had�a�turbulent�ancient�–�and�contemporary���time.��It�was�captured�
by�the�Jordanians�in�the�1948�Arab�Israeli�war,�only�to�be�taken�by�Israel�during�
the�Six�Day�War�of�1967,�along�with�the�rest�of�the�West�Bank.��It�was�passed�to�
the� Palestinian�Authority� in� 1994,� only� to� be� retaken� by� Israel� during� the�Al�
Aqsa�Intifada�of�2001.�

The� mountains� are� still� of� strategic� and� military� importance� and� there� is� a�
modern�Israeli�army�base�lurking�on�a�nearby�mountain�top.�

We�arrived�at�the�Hotel�Ron�Beach*�in�the�evening�and�went�down�to�supper,�a�
staggering�buffet�that�seemed�to�be�the�size�of�a�football�pitch,�piled�high�with�
every�kind�of�sweet�and�savoury�delicacy.��It�was�a�huge�and�in�your�face�show�
of�wealth�and�plenty���an�uncomfortable�contrast�to�Christ’s�40�day�fast�and�the�
deprivation�we�had�witnessed�in�Jerusalem’s�West�Bank.�

We�visited�Nazareth�on�Tuesday�to�see�a�reconstruction�of�1st�century�Galilean�
life,� where� a� suitably� attired� carpenter� demonstrated� centuries� old�
woodworking�techniques.� �It�was�all�a�bit�‘Disneyfied’�–�to�me.�Our�guide�was�
keen�and�told�us�that�Christ’s�example�had�moved�him�and,�as�a�Jew,�he�tried�to�
follow�his�teachings.�

The�most�moving�part� of� the�pilgrimage,� for�me,�was� our� simple� communion�
service�at�Tabgha,�near�the�Church�of�the�Loaves�and�Fishes,�overlooking�Lake�
Galilee.� �There�was� just�so�much� to� take� in�about�Christ’s�ministry�around�the�
lake�–�the�loaves�and�fishes�miracle,�the�Sermon�on�the�Mount,�walking�on�water�
…�

We�had�a�short�boat�trip�on�the�lake�–�an�excursion�which�managed�to�be�both�
comic�and�moving.��We�weren’t�expecting�the�captain�and�his�mate�to�hoist�the�
Union�Jack�…�but�when�he�did,�we�felt�we�ought�to�sing�‘God�Save�the�Queen’�
all�the�same.��We�also�sang�my�favourite�hymn,�‘When�I�survey�…’��to�rescue�the�
moment� and� bring� us� back� to� the� reason�we�were� there� –� to�walk� in�Christ’s�
footsteps�and�gain�a�better�and�more�‘real’�understanding�of�the�gospels.�
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We�also�visited�the�ruins�of�Capernaum,�Christ’s�Galilean�base.�

On�our�last�night,�we�had�a�celebratory�poolside�sing�along�after�supper.��Alan�
led� us� in� a� rousing� version� of� “I� am� the� Music� Man”� which� was� entirely�
unexpected�and�hilarious.�

Thanks�to�Alan�and�Pam�for�adding�so�much�to�this�pilgrimage,�to�David,�our�
guide,� and� to� all� the� other� pilgrims�who�made� the� 10�days� so� rewarding� and�
pleasurable.�

Chris�and�Sue�Myers�

PURLEY ROTARY SWIMATHON 
St Barnabas Church are entering their two teams as usual for this annual event 
which this year will be held on  

SATURDAY 5th FEBRUARY at 7pm.  
Swimmers will need to arrive by 6.30pm bringing their sponsor forms. 

The main local charities supported by Purley Rotary this year are;  

End Polio Now � Help for Heroes � The Royal Marsden Cancer Campaign 

The charities which will be supported by our two teams additionally to the 
above are;  

�� St Barnabas Church, 
�� The 21st Purley Scouts, 
�� The Kenley Explorer Unit 
�� The Leprosy Mission 
�� The Mission to Seafarers 
�� Purley Overseas Trust  
�� The Agoonoree Trust for Disabled Scouts. 

Our swimmers deserve your support – Please sponsor them as generously as 
you can. 

Team 1 – Barnabas Rovers is expecting to include; Stuart England, Peter 
Bevan, Isabella Hayden, Thomas and Ben Sharp and Bill Tubb. 

Team 2 – Kenley Explorers is expecting to include; Ian Tombleson, Alistair, 
Luke, Michael and Chris Davis, Elizabeth Marsden and Harrison Walsh. 

There are still plenty of vacancies (we are allowed 10 persons per team) if 
you wish to join a team. – ring Bill Tubb NOW 8660 1485 

Supporters are welcome on the night with free entrance to the Purley Pool 
spectator’s gallery. So come along and give the teams a cheer. 
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OBITUARY—VERY�REVD.�COLIN�SLEE,�OBE�

T he�Very�Revd.� Colin� Slee,�OBE,�Dean� of� Southwark�Cathedral� from�1994,� died� of� inoperable� cancer� on� 25th�Nov� last� aged� 65� years.�He�
leaves� his� wife,� a� son� and� two� daughters� and� an� adopted� son� and�

daughter,�according�to�newspaper�obituaries.��
Although� I� had� no� personal�
acquaintance�with�him,�I�certainly�saw�
him� in� action�on�many�occasions,� the�
most� notable� when� Nelson� Mandela�
came� to� open� the� new� conference�
centre�and�refectory� (pictured� right),�a�
project�he�had�initiated�and�managed,�
but� he� might� also� have� been� present�
when� several� of� us�went� to� see� Alan�
Wait�made�a�Canon.��

He� was� a� courageously� outspoken�
liberal� catholic� but� firmly� Anglican�
and� believed� in� an� inclusive� church.�
He� was� an� orthodox� priest� and�
insisted� the� cathedral� clergy� wore�
black.� He� was� a� friend� of� Desmond�
Tutu� and� Canon� Jeffery� John.� He�
admired� the� faith� of� the� Queen� and� she� chose� to� worship� at� Southwark� on�
Millennium�night�and�also�agreed�to�come�for�the�unveiling�of�the�memorial�to�a�
Mohegan�Chief�long�buried�in�the�cathedral,�in�2006.��

He�was�a�Trustee�of�Borough�Market�and� recently� struck�a�deal�with�Network�
Rail�to�protect�the�cathedral�from�Thames�Link�plans.��

Working� in� Southwark� Street� for� some� 30� years� I� became� familiar� with� the�
cathedral� although� not� going� to� services� there� very� often,� except� at� Christmas�
when,� on� several� occasions,� I� joined� in� the� annual� lunchtime� carol� concert�
organised�personally�by�Colin�for�local�office�workers.�Fliers�were�delivered�to�us�
and� to� all� local� offices.� For� this� event� the� nave� was� always� full� and� Colin�
appeared�to�run�the�service�single�handed,�chatting�to�many�in�the�main�isle�as�
we�came�in�and�then�walking�up�and�down�encouraging�anyone�present�to�help�
by�doing�one�of�the�several�readings,�and�this�would�take�a�little�time�and�bring�
forth�much�joking�and�wit.��
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Popular�carols�were�the�order�and�several�were�done�in�rounds�or�divided�into�
male�and�female�parts.�He�was�always�confident,�never�lost�for�a�word��a�quick�
repartee.�His�enthusiasm�and�pleasure�that�the�occasion�gave�to�him�was�easy�to�
see� and� those� of� us� present� responded� likewise� towards� him.�Music� on� those�
occasions�was�a�small�brass�band.�

I�think�his�replacement�may�find�him�a�difficult�act�to�follow�but�he�will�no�doubt�
find�a�strong�base�line�to�start�from.��

Bill�Tubb�

Dear Mr. Robin and ALL ST.BARNABAS CHURCH MEMBERS,  

Greetings from CHILD – Children Home  

Thank you very much for sponsoring GBP 60 Pounds  to our Children. We will 
never forget for this help. Our children are very happy and More cheerful on 
today for Christmas day celebration .  

Our one of the inmate Master. Naveen, today he will go to national level 
archery competition to New Delhi. We are very happy to inform this happy 
news to you all.  

       WISH YOU ALL  VERY  HAPPY MERRY CHRISTMAS  

Please find attached children Photos.  

Thanks and Warm Regards,  
 

Senthil  
 
CHILD – Children Home  

Pictured right: Senthil 
with the boys in 
Chennai.  The sign reads: 
 
WISH YOU A HAPPY 

CHRISTMAS AND 
HAPPY NEW YEAR 

2011.  
THANK YOU ALL ST. 
BARNABAS CHURCH 

MEMBERS 
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JEEL�AL�AMAL�ORPHANAGE�

F or�many�years�we�have� provided� support� to� this� orphanage,�which� is�located� in� the�West�Bank�area�of� Israel,�via�The�McCabe�Educational�
Trust.� �McCabe�organise�pilgrimages�to�the�Holy�Land,�and�many�St�

Barnabas�parishioners�have�experienced�them,�most�recently�the�party�that�went�
in� September� 2010� (see� Chris�&� Sue�Myers� account� elsewhere� in� this� issue).��
This�update�was�provided�by�McCabe�recently:�
“One� of� our�McCabe� Educational� Trust� sponsored� volunteers� tell� us� how� she�
has�noticed�a�great�change�over�the�last�three�summers�at�the�Jeel�Al�Amal�Boys�
Home,�and�she�reveals�how�crucial�it�is�for�the�work�there�to�continue.�

“Jeel�al�Amal�is�a�school�for�300�boys�and�a�home�to�100�of�them.�The�McCabe�
Educational�Trust�is�a�major�supporter�and�in�the�summer�of�2008,�we�teamed�
up�with�Unipal�(see:�www.unipal.org.uk)�to�run�a�summer�school.�This�has�been�
so�successful�that�it�has�become�an�annual�event.�

“The�volunteers�have�been�amazed�at�what� the�staff�have�achieved� there�with�
minimal�resources�and�funding.�Our�McCabe�pilgrims�still�continue�to�visit�the�
school� and� home:� it� always� makes� such� a� difference� if� the� results� of� the�
investment� can� be� experienced� first� hand.� It� spurs� us� on� to� continue� our�
support,�whether�it’s�from�individual�sponsorship�or�a�united�fundraising�effort�
via�church�or�through�school.�

“Rachel�Holmes�one�of�our�summer�volunteers�tells�us�how�impressed�she�was�
with�the�progress�there.�To�read�more�visit�the�McCabe�website.�

“For�more�than�twenty�years,� the�McCabe�Educational�Trust�has�been�creating�
partnerships�with�inspiring�people�we�have�met�on�pilgrimage.�

“A� special� Thank� You� to�
McCabe� pilgrims� who�
helped� us� raise� £142,654�
during� this� autumn�
contributing� to� a� total� of�
£377,827� raised� so� far� this�
year!�

“With� your� help,� we� will�
continue� helping� those� in�
need�we� encounter� on� our�
travels.”�
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  1611 
 

No, it is not a trendy new beer. 
It is almost the number of hundreds of pounds St Katharine’s Church in 

Merstham has to raise to fix the tower which was built of crumbling Merstham 
stone in the 13th century . . ….. and 1611 was also the year the King James 

Version of the Bible was published. 
 

To celebrate the 400th anniversary of that event and to raise money for the 
tower we are going to hold a 

 
Sponsored-Non-Stop-Reading of the KJV over  

the weekend of 20th-22nd May 2011 
 

from 8.00 a.m. Friday until 8.00 p.m. Sunday in (and possibly around) St 
Katharine’s Church. 

 
Such an event will be a wonderful opportunity to hear a beautiful piece of 

English literature and, we hope, make a very real contribution to the future of 
the Church. 

 
It can only happen with lots of help. 

 
We need: 

Readers (of course). Without the readers there is no reading. Choose your 
passage and I can tell you approximately what time you will read, pick your 

time and I can tell you what you will be reading 
Sponsors The reading will be worth doing for itself but it will be even more 
fruitful if we raise lots of money. Sponsor a reader, a reading or the whole 

event. 
Listeners Come and sit for a while to soak up those memorable words 

translated from the original language into our Mother Tongue 400 years ago 
Housekeepers (your Lord’s House that is) Greet the visitors; make the tea; fill 

the water jugs; replenish the candles 
Timekeepers. Bring your own watch! 

 
If you do not fancy any of those but would still like to help, please give me a 

call. 
 

For more information or to make a personal offer of your time and your 
talents contact Jackie Shore 

01737 644472 
Jackie@thelodge34.freeserve.co.uk 
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PROPERTY FOR RENT IN TURKEY 

The property is in Gumusluk near Bodrum on the Aegean Peninsula.  
Gumusluk is famous for its wonderful fish restaurants where you can 
eat and watch the sun go down over the sea.  Planes fly from Gatwick 
airport to Bodrum and Easy jet and Thomas Cook are the most 
reasonably priced.  A taxi can be arranged by me to pick you up from 
Bodrum.  The ride takes about 50 minutes.   

The property is on a small complex situated about a mile from 
Gumusluk fishing village.  There is a local bus from just outside the 
complex which goes in one direction to Gumusluk and the other to 
Bodrum itself which is a bustling town with many shops and an 
interesting castle.  Local buses can be taken from there to go to many 
beautiful beaches .   

The property consists of an upper air conditioned apartment which 
comprises a sitting room with an integral well equipped kitchen which 
includes a gas cooker and a dish washing machine.  There is also a 
washing machine in another area of the apartment.  There are 2 
bedrooms, one with a large double bed and the other with 2 single 
beds.  The settee in the sitting room also makes into a bed if required.   

The complex has a lovely swimming pool and a hot tub.  There are also 
attractive grassy areas with mature shrubs.   

The cost per week is £300.00 

Bed linen and towels are supplied, however, beach towels need to be 
provided. 

For further information contact MMAUREEN GRAHAM ON 020 8777 
0482 

ICHTHUS 
Ichthus is published 10 times each year and is normally available on 
the Sunday a clear week before the publication month.  Copy 
deadline is a week before this date, and material can be sent to the 
Editor, Steve Bishop, at 5 Hadley Wood Rise, Kenley CR8 5LY or 
emailed to Ichthus@saintb.org.uk. 
Subscription enquiries to Kate Reeves (phone 020 8668 7097 or 
email ichthussubs@saintb.org.uk). 
Advertising enquiries to Bill Tubb (phone 020 8660 1485 or email 
ichthusads@saintb.org.uk). 
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Super�Scaffolding�Limited�
28�Ridge�Langley,�Sanderstead,�CR2�0AR�
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www . supe r s c a f f o ld i n g . c om �

Covering Kent, London, Surrey, 
East & West Sussex, at Super 

Scaffolding we pride ourselves on 
offering an efficient, friendly service 

at highly competitive prices. 

Super Reliable and Super Competitive
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R&A Picture Frames 
Tel 020 8679 9135 anytime 

Come and see us: 

Warlingham Memorial Hall 
Monday mornings 

Kenley Memorial Hall 
Friday mornings 




